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Editorial note 
We welcome contributions but edit them for length or style.  Views in 
CHAT do not necessarily reflect the views of the Church of Scotland, 
Avonbridge Kirk or Torphichen Kirk.  The deadline for the January 
2021 issue is midnight on Sunday, 20 December 2020.   
 

Editorial Team   Rev Ralph Dunn, Eddie Ireland, Gina Baker, Innes 
Duncan, James White, Lynne Sloan, Sylvia Forshaw, Ian Russell. 
 

Kirk details 
Website: www.torphichenkirk.com   Email: admin@torphichenkirk.com 
Facebook pages:      @AvonbridgeParishChurch;     @torphichenkirk 
Charity Registration: Avonbridge - SC 007454; Torphichen - 021516 
 

Interim Moderator:     Rev W Richard Houston 
Email: WHouston@churchofscotland.org.uk Tel: 01506 202246 

 

Avonbridge Kirk Session Clerk:   Sandy Waddell 
Email: jandi.caravans@virgin.net Tel: 01324 861303 

 

Torphichen Kirk Session Clerk:   lnnes Duncan 
Email: innesduncan57@hotmail.com Tel: 01506 652169 

 

CHAT editor: Ian Russell, 5 Fitzallan Place, Bathgate, EH48 2UN. 
        Email: i.t.russell@swansea.ac.uk Text & mobile: 07 775 997 824 
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The Real Christmas Story – from our Locum Minister 
How do we account for our emotional attachment to Christmas?  Do 
our traditional celebrations fuel this strange sentiment?  Each year 
we struggle to celebrate Christ's marvellous entrance into the world 
appropriately.  Today many fear the apparent remoteness of God: He 
seems distant, aloof and unreal.  But the Real Christmas Story 
contradicts this 'absentee' God!  Can we gain fresh insights from this 
familiar event?  Let me focus on Mary and the mystery of the Virgin 
Birth?  What we celebrate was for Mary (and Joseph) a terrible ordeal.  
Her circumstances were dire – giving birth in a cave full of animals.  
But that is where the baby was due to be: the Eternal God lying 
helplessly in a feeding trough.  No room in the Inn?  In truth there was 
No Room for Him anywhere.  This was a hostile world for this very 
special child. 

If you cannot yet work up the Christmas spirit, picture the scene 
afresh: Jesus enduring that incredibly humiliating setting.  But it was 
His Love for us that put Him there.  This was the most extraordinary 
event in history.  But what happens when we hack our way through 
the forest of Dickensian tradition and Victoriana?  We eventually find 
ourselves in the stable where Baby Jesus is born!  It is impossible to 
do justice to the Christmas truths on a single day in December.  
Unfortunately a recent poll suggests that 88% of people attach no 
significance to Christmas.  Yet this was an event of immense 
significance: "You will find a Baby" – a Baby who would leap out of 
the pages of this Book as a Living Man to reconcile us to God. 

Saviour, Son and King were three titles the Angel told Mary to 
give her son.  No wonder she was "greatly troubled". Completely 
mystified, to be honest.  Then came Gabriel's majestic reply: "The 
Holy Spirit will come on you and God’s Power will rest upon you.  The 
Holy Child will be called the Son of God.  For there is nothing God 
cannot do" (Luke 1.35 & 37).  This leads straight to the debate about 
the 'Virgin Birth'.  This is misleading: there was nothing unusual about 
Jesus' birth; it was entirely natural.  It was the conception that was 
abnormal, indeed supernatural.  How important is this?  And does it 
matter?  Because the creative power of God would rest on her, her 
child would be sinless, and the Son of God.  Thus was announced 
her Son's Humanity and Messiahship.  What an enormous privilege 
for Mary: 'The Mighty God has done great things for me.' (v.49). She 
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surrendered her reputation to God's will.  We too need to allow God 
to be God and to do things His way; and accept His 'wise master-plan 
of salvation'.  Mary is a model of faith, even although she does not 
fully understand everything.  Something hitherto unknown and 
unimagined in history was introduced into the human race.  Gabriel's 
statement in v.37 – 'Nothing is impossible with God' should be our 
statement of faith.  

Against the backdrop of Jesus' Ministry, and the miracle of the 
Resurrection, is it still too difficult to believe in the Virgin Birth?  Some 
theologians dismiss the idea of a Virgin Birth as too fanciful to believe.  
Mary and Joseph had much more reason to doubt than they; yet they 
dared to believe.  Mary astonishes us: she was about to scandalise 
polite society, as an apparently immoral woman with an illegitimate 
baby; yet she responded with humble obedience.  It is tempting to 
assign the Virgin Birth to the category of primitive, pre-scientific 
legend.  What is impossible became possible – in this mysterious 
moment.  Can we know the truth of the Virgin Birth?  First it fulfils 
prophecies – 300 in the Old Testament, last time I counted; and 
another 55 prophecies about Jesus' ministry, death and resurrection.  
Then the time was right for the arrival of the Jewish Messiah, 
according to Daniel; and so on.  Such a miracle was not too hard for 
God.  To say it is impossible shows disbelief in the God of the Bible.  
We can only truly understand the 'Person of Christ' if we affirm the 
Virgin Birth.  Remember, God made Him both Lord and Messiah! 

Very Happy, Real Christmas and Blessings for 2021 to you all!  
Rev Ralph A Dunn   Email: russell.dunn92@gmail.com 
Phone: 01506 348292  Text & mobile: 07 496 015 080 
 
 

Prayer in Advent 
Lord, you are always the same, always coming, ever present.  We 
pray for ourselves.  Like Mary we are always surprised to learn that 
you have given us a place in your Kingdom, and that you can use 
even us in your service.  Keep our ears and eyes open, we pray, 
ready to say yes when you call, open to your Holy Spirit’s power to 
enable us to respond.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer! 
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From the new editor 
Welcome to the first monthly edition of CHAT!  It is an honour to 
succeed the three heroes who guided CHAT through its first 30 years: 
Jack Smith was Editor from 1991 till 2000; John McCulloch edited 
CHAT for more than 16 years; and James White generously 
combined the role of Editor with Torphichen Kirk Treasurer and 
Organist.  The National Library of Scotland and Linlithgow Library 
both hold an invaluable archive of 111 CHATs documenting the 
history of two outstanding village Kirks over 3 decades characterised 
by national prosperity but declining Church membership. 

So who am I?  I retired as Director of Research at Swansea 
University Medical School in South Wales in 2015.  For five years my 
wife Daphne and I shuttled between North Wales (our home since 
2002) and Bathgate (close to 8 grandchildren).  We joined Torphichen 
Kirk, where we had always received a warm welcome; as a trained 
Methodist lay preacher, I enjoyed leading worship at Avonbridge and 
Torphichen when Ministers were unavailable.  But the pandemic led 
us to move to West Lothian.  So I nervously agreed to edit CHAT. 

How should a migrant Welsh Methodist prepare for that?  
Prayerfully of course!  The answer to my prayer came in the form of 
a new Outreach Course run by Zoom over 6 months from November 
2020 by our Presbytery under the title “Fresh expressions of Church 
in West Lothian”.  This course offers participants opportunity to 
understand causes of Church decline and ways that we can share 
our Faith and serve our neighbours in new ways.  The Course Guide 
promises: “By the end, participants will have a concrete plan for 
launching and piloting a fresh expression of Church”.   

As we may not be able to worship together soon, the Editorial 
Team have relaunched CHAT as a monthly publication.  We hope 
and pray we can use monthly CHAT to keep Members and friends of 
Avonbridge and Torphichen Parish Kirks in touch with our Church 
communities, our villages, and our Faith.  Please use CHAT to stay 
in contact by sending me prayers, reflections, and stories; the 
deadline for monthly CHAT is midnight on the last Sunday but 
one of each month.  By the following Friday, we plan to put CHAT 
onto the Torphichen Kirk website (www.torphichenkirk.com), email it 
to all Members and friends of both Churches whose email addresses 
we know, and send it to our printers.  So it will be ready for delivery 
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or posting early the following week.  Please let me know of anyone 
who would like to receive CHAT by email, hand or post. 

While fresh expressions are crucial if we are to build the 
Kingdom of God in West Lothian and Falkirk, Scotland, the United 
Kingdom and the World, the steady recovery from Covid for which we 
hope and pray provides a great opportunity to refresh many of the 
outreach activities of both Kirks.  For example Kim McCulloch is 
attending “Fresh expressions” alongside me with a view to 
relaunching Worship and Service in Blackfaulds Nursing Home near 
Avonbridge.  Though the wonderful staff of Blackfaulds are 
recovering from the recent serious fire, they now seek to overcome 
the equally serious threat of social isolation induced by the pandemic.  
So I conclude with an enthusiastic invitation to all who work for Christ 
in Avonbridge or Torphichen to join Kim and myself for the last five 
sessions of “Fresh expressions of Church in West Lothian” 
starting at 1.30pm on Sunday 6 December (details below).  

Many thanks and every blessing!  Yours in Christ  Ian Russell 
 

 

Presbytery of West Lothian 
FRESH EXPRESSIONS OF CHURCH IN WEST LOTHIAN 

 

Want to reach out to your community but don’t know how? 
Feel the Church has lost touch with contemporary life? 

Eager for change but unsure how to go about it? 
 

This course is examining the causes of Church decline; and how 
through personal discipleship, listening to our communities, 
teamwork and new approaches to worship, we can reconnect with 
our neighbours; and create forms of Church for 21st Century 
Scotland.  At the end of the course you will have a concrete plan 
to launch a new outreach project! 

 

Though the course, led by Rev Dr Liam Fraser of Linlithgow, 
started in November, you can still join the last 5 monthly sessions 
on Sunday afternoons from 6 December.  For more info please 
contact Ian Russell (i.t.russell@swansea.ac.uk; 07 775 997 824). 
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Avonbridge activities 
Avonbridge Community Association (ACA) has been delighted to 
work alongside the Church of Scotland and Avonbridge & Standburn 
Community Council (ASCC) on a range of projects to support our 
community through the pandemic.  First looking ahead … 
 

Neighbourhood Help Scheme 
ACA is launching a scheme to help neighbours look out for each 
other.  The idea is for people to put a double-sided laminated card in 
their front window to notify others if they could use a little support.  
Green is for OK and red is a request for help.  Cards are available in 
both Avonbridge shops.  

We hope neighbours will share the cards, exchange phone 
numbers, and agree to help each other should the need arise.  It is 
all voluntary and, more than anything, it is a way to encourage 
neighbours to talk to each other, and look out for each other during a 
potentially very challenging winter. 

Christmas tree 
ASCC is organising a tree and perhaps a Covid-safe event for turning 
on the lights.  But community singing is unlikely this year.   

Horse-drawn Santa 
Santa will drive through the streets of Avonbridge on Christmas Eve.  
ACA will give free selection boxes to all local children and deliver 
small seasonal gifts to older residents.  We have lots of jingle bells so 
families can take part in the national Jingle Extravaganza at 6 pm. 
 
Then looking back … 

Easter Bunny 
The Easter Bunny got dressed up and delivered chocolate eggs to 
children at home during lockdown. 

Welly boot project 
In April ACA and ASCC distributed 
paints, brushes, plants and compost so 
families could decorate old boots and fill 
them with flowers – a joy to see!   
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Veg on a ledge 
Many thanks to Falkirk Environment Link for giving families wooden 
planters, compost, and seed for home-grown vegetable gardening. 

Goody bags for kids 
In June ACA gave free goody bags to more than 70 local children, 
funded by micro-grants from ASCC.  Many thanks to those who 
personalised the bags and filled them with crayons, games, seeds & 
water pistols. 

Old folks’ cream teas 
ACA collaborated with ASCC and the 
Church of Scotland to deliver more than 
160 cream teas to older residents in 
Avonbridge, Candie and Standburn; one 
said it reminded her of the wartime spirit 
in which people put their differences 
aside and helped each other. 
 

Fairy Trail and Fearty Fairy Trail 
Local youngsters decorated a path in the old quarry woods which 
became a favourite destination for families.  At the end of October, 
the trail took a more sinister aspect and became the Fearty Fairy Trail, 
replacing the usual ACA Halloween party. 

Halloween parade 
ACA organised a fancy-dress parade complete with the Addams 
Family car.  Dreadful weather could not deter an enthusiastic crowd.  

Dr Bike at Avonbridge and Standburn Schools 
ACA funded visits by Dr Bike to both 
primary schools to check kids’ bikes 
and make them safe.  We hope to offer 
bike maintenance sessions for older 
kids and adults in future. 
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Improvements to the village hall 
Once the hall is able to open its doors again, users will enjoy the 
upgraded kitchen, new ventilation, floors and office space.  ACA hope 
to open a part-time post office and new community café. 

Holiday Kids’ Café 
In October the Avonside 
Inn provided free meals for 
local youngsters every 
Friday.  This was funded 
by Falkirk Council.  We in 
ACA hope to continue the 
scheme across the 
Christmas vacation and 
into 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Play Outdoors 
During October half-term ACA funded professionally led outdoor 
activity sessions in Avonbridge for all local kids, including building 
dens, fire-lighting, outdoor cooking, and building ramps for bikes. 

Burnhead Moss Education and Training Fund 
ASCC provides this funding opportunity to give financial help to all 
engaged in further and higher education and vocational training.  

Central FM Covid Awards 
ACA reached the final of this award for community work during the 
pandemic!  Thus it has been quite a year!  Huge thanks to all hard-
working committee members and volunteers who made it possible.  

Sarah Cameron 
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Church in the pandemic 
I have been thinking recently about the Church – about whether or 
how the Church can reopen.  We have filled in surveys, and consulted 
multiple versions of guidelines for meeting safely; like everything else 
in life, we have had to make decisions about the right thing to do, and 
what is safe for ourselves and others.  What does it mean if only a 
few are gathered in the same place, while others are connected 
digitally?  What does it mean if some cannot participate in this way 
owing to their health, their families’ health, technological limitations, 
or their work?  Can the Church function without the community 
gathering together in a physical way, especially when our most 
important sacraments emphasise the very real, physical practices of 
touching, eating, drinking and laying on hands? 

As a teacher I have been reading how to teach online, and 
create a sense of community when we never meet in person, and 
rarely see faces or hear voices.  One paper contained this definition, 
also relevant to the questions about the Church: “a community is what 
people do together rather than where or how”. 

We are not a community because of where or how we worship.  
Nor are we part of the bigger community of the worldwide church 
because of these things.  Or because we are in a church building, 
watching a service at our kitchen table, catching up with it in gaps 
between work, or even struggling to connect with it at all; because we 
kneel to pray and stand for the Gospel, or stand to sing and sit to 
listen; or because our church building is big, small, built for that 
purpose or merely a borrowed hall.  We are a community because, 
as it says in Galatians, we bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil 
the law of Christ.  We have done that over the past 8 months – on 
Sunday evenings; in prayer, emails, phone calls, and coffee on Zoom; 
by meeting in gardens, delivering essentials to those in need, wearing 
masks to protect others; and in a multitude of other ways. 

As we worry about Christmas and 2021, and stricter public 
health measures, we can hold onto the community we have and 
continue to build.  A community built on what we do together – 
worshipping, praying, creating, laughing, weeping, protecting and 
supporting each other through these hard times. 

Roberta Logan  
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Church in the Climate Emergency 
Torphichen Kirk has been an active Eco-congregation since 2003.  
Eco-congregation is a movement including all denominations 
committed to addressing environmental issues through life and 
mission.  The movement operates through independent 
organisations in several countries, including Scotland, Canada, 
Hungary, Ireland, Norway, Southern Africa and the US. 

Eco-congregation Scotland is a membership organisation 
established in 2001, which registered as a Charity in 2010.  Please 
explore their extensive website www.ecocongregationscotland.org, 
where there are events, news, material for personal reflection, and 
regular updates on issues like COP26 – the 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference in Glasgow, planned for 2020 but delayed till late 2021.   

As Eco-congregation award holders, we have shown that we 
are committed to focusing on our environment and addressing a wide 
range of goals including: 
 Spiritual living, where ‘the whole congregation is helped to make 

the link between their Christian faith and environmental 
concerns’ – through hymns, prayers, sermons and study. 

 Practical living, by taking action in our lives, in our homes, and 
in our church buildings, especially by reducing our carbon 
footprint, and improving opportunities for local wildlife – for 
example by feeding birds and planting bee-friendly plants. 

 Global living – by pursuing local, national & global justice 
concerns, for example by supporting Fair Trade whenever we 
can, and writing to MPs and MSPs on environmental issues? 

 
Idea for December 

Winter is an ideal time to set up a bird feeder and watch the antics of 
these visitors.  The Eco-congregation website above has tips on 
attracting wildlife to your garden; and links to the website of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds, which discusses what to feed the 
birds and what you might see.  It can take a little while for the birds to 
get comfortable with a new feeder and feel safe in visiting it.  Once 
they start visiting, you will see many different kinds of birds, and they 
will gain an invaluable food source to see them through the winter. 

Sarah Young  
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From Torphichen Kirk Session 

This is the tenth month since we met together.  It has been a hard 
time, bringing isolation, loneliness, illness and death.  At times it 
seems never ending.  As the Church in this place we have been trying 
to find ways to meet the challenges Covid-19 has brought.  We have 
amended or abandoned old ways of doing things.  We have tried new 
ways: some have worked; some have not.  

Pastoral care is now even more important: we send cards and 
flowers to those who, we hear, are in difficult circumstances; and 
Ralph has developed phone ministry by calling members regularly.  
However we realise that we do not always know if someone is in need 
due to illness, bereavement, loneliness, depression or financial 
worries.  If you or anyone you know needs help, please contact 
Ralph (contact details on page 4), Sandy Waddell (details on 
page 2), me (details on page 2) or any Elder you know. 

The Torphichen Kirk website (details on page 2) [and both Kirk 
Facebook pages – (details on page 2)] regularly update what we and 
the Church throughout Scotland are doing.  We include new songs 
(including one written by Ralph), and prayers and reflections by 
members; and are always pleased to add new contributions.  Keeping 
in touch is really important, especially as we cannot meet together.  
So thanks to Ian for launching the new CHAT.  We hope its increased 
frequency will help to keep us in touch. 

For me, the most exciting innovation is the weekly Sunday 
Service at 7pm using Zoom.  On average 35 people join in, and they 
are not just from Torphichen and Avonbridge congregations.  Each 
week different people bring their contributions to share, so the 
Service feels different from our traditional Services.  It has become a 
vital part of our week as we share our experiences and our 
understanding of God – our Rock in this difficult time.  If you would 
like to join in, you can do this on a computer, iPad, mobile phone or 
even land-line (though you cannot see any pictures with that); please 
let me know and I will send you log-in details each week.  If you 
are unsure how to do this, please get in touch and I shall get 
someone to help you with a trial run. 

Zoom can also enable us to chat with friends; so if you would 
like to meet others from the Kirk, let us know and we can set this up. 
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Unfortunately restrictions are likely to persist for a while yet, so we 
encourage everyone to join us on Sunday evenings; to keep up to 
date with what is happening, especially on Christmas Eve, via 
website (www.torphichenkirk.com) or Facebook (@torphichenkirk or 
@AvonbridgeParishChurch); and to get in touch if you know of 
anyone in need of any kind.  

lnnes Duncan, Torphichen Kirk Session Clerk 
Email: innesduncan57@hotmail.com   Tel: 01506 652169 

 
 
Letter from the Queen to the Church of Scotland 
Right Reverend and Well Beloved 
We greet you well.  In renewing our pledge to preserve and uphold 
the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland, we acknowledge, 
with gratitude to Almighty God, the Church’s steadfast witness to the 
Christian faith and its services to our people in Scotland & overseas. 

The Covid pandemic has challenged every aspect of our 
common life and has caused much suffering and heartbreak.  We 
greatly admire the ways in which the Church of Scotland has 
responded to these difficult days.  Care has been offered to the 
bereaved whose grieving has been constricted by restrictions on 
funerals while Churches have kept open their doors to feed the poor 
and open safe space to the children of key workers.  Many 
congregations have taken their worship online and touched the lives 
of people who in normal times did not attend church services.  The 
ChurchKirk’s care workers have remained faithful in sustaining the 
services upon which so many older people and their families depend. 

We know the dangers posed by the coronavirus are not yet over, 
and we commend the Church as she seeks ways to be true to her 
calling in the present while looking to the future.  We wish those who 
lead the Church wisdom and foresight at this pivotal point in her 
history, and may your faith and courage be strengthened through the 
times to come.  And so, praying that the blessing of Almighty God 
may attend your deliberations, we bid you heartily farewell.   

Given at our Court on the 29th day of September 2020 in the 
69th year of our reign.  By Her Majesty’s Command. 
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Torphichen St John’s Hall during the pandemic 
In June we opened St John’s Hall in the centre of Torphichen as a 
collection point for the items people were keen to recycle following 
spring cleaning during the pandemic.  Our aim was to collect clothing, 
toys and books not accepted for recycling by West Lothian Council, 
and sort them for the benefit of the Rag Bag appeal & other charities. 

We carefully considered how to do this safely.  We studied the 
guidelines published by the Church of Scotland (CoS), and 
participated in webinars organised by CoS Headquarters, and 
training in using church buildings during the pandemic.  We heard 
about church halls across the country which had remained open 
during lockdown for a range of activities including child care, 
foodbanks, and volunteers preparing meals for those in need.  Thus 
reassured, Kirk Session kindly accepted our proposal.  

Fortunately the Hall had its annual fire inspection and update of 
fire equipment in May 2020.  Having checked that our insurance 
covered this new activity, we downloaded and completed the CoS 
Covid risk assessment templates.  We started work by thoroughly 
cleaning the main hall, kitchen and toilets.  We washed all door 
handles, light switches, taps and toilet cistern handles with an 
appropriate bleach solution.  We cleaned out the dish washer, ran the 
taps to eliminate legionella, and tested the temperature of the running 
water on completion.  We emptied the water boiler and kettles, and 
refilled and boiled them all to ensure they were clean. 

For donation stations we put large tables well apart and lines of 
chairs between them to ensure there was no crossover.  We created 
A3 posters to define the sections for recycling, including adult 
clothing, children’s clothing, books and DVDs, toys, and household 
goods; and laminated the posters so we could wipe them clean.  To 
comply with social distancing, we asked visitors to drop off their 
donations one at a time.  To adhere to CoS guidance we: 
 Monitored social distancing within the Hall; 
 Provided hand sanitisers at the door;  
 Recruited enough volunteers to ensure safe use of the Hall and 

undertake subsequent cleaning; and 
 Kept record sheets on site so we could track and trace visitors 

should anyone contract Covid or exhibit symptoms. 
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The village responded enthusiastically to this opportunity to bring 
their unwanted items to the hall and thus support our Eco-
congregation initiative (page 15).  We have already made donations 
to the Dogs Trust (unwanted duvets, sheets and towels), Barnardo’s, 
British Heart Foundation and Red Cross.  We have kept several bags 
for the next Rag Bag appeal; and we plan to hold sales – of 
Torphichen Primary School uniforms in aid of PTA funds, and of other 
new or nearly new items in aid of Kirk funds. 

We recently 
sorted the donated 
gifts and toys, and 
salvaged over 35 
new items (still in 
cellophane) – board 
games, books and 
jigsaws.  We have 
wrapped & donated 
these to the 
Salvation Army in 
Bo’ness for their 
children’s gifts 
appeal (photo right). 
We shall donate the children’s bikes we received to Recyke-a-Bike 
(sic) in Stirling once we are out of lockdown.  

Finally the Kirk Traidcraft stall has traded throughout lockdown, 
providing essential items for Torphichen residents. 
 Jo Hirst, Torphichen Kirk Fabric Convenor, and Julia Miller 
 
 

Christmas presents for disadvantaged children 
Many thanks to all who have donated to our project to buy Christmas 
presents for disadvantaged children.  So far we have raised more 
than £700 and sent that to Ian Melville at Bright Star Toys in 
Linlithgow.  He will transfer gifts to that value to the Salvation Army, 
who normally distribute the donations from our annual Gift Service, 
for them to deliver in the usual way. 
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Torphichen Kirk Youth Group – photo competition 

In the summer the Youth Group held a photo 
competition to encourage members and 
friends to keep active.  We set the theme as 
‘Living Water’ and invited all eligible for the 
Youth Group – children entering School 
Senior 1 to 6 and living in the parishes of 
Avonbridge or Torphichen or within ten miles 
– to submit photos taken after we announced 
the competition.  It was my pleasure to chair 
the panel of experienced judges.   
 
Archie Hendry, who is in S1, won the first 
prize of £50 for the top photo; the panel 
enjoyed how Archie used the light sparkling 
on the water and the calm water moving over 
the stones to display ‘Living Water’.  Skye 
McFarlane won the second Prize of £25 for 
the bottom photo; the judges liked the way 
she caught the water transitioning from calm 
at the top through lush growth to frothy at the 
bottom, again capturing ‘Living Water’. 
 
We thank all who took part, including 
competitors for thoughtful photos, and 
judges.  We hope Archie and Skye continue 
snapping (and composing great 
photographs); and that this competition has 
encouraged the next generation of local 
photographers to enjoy nature through art. 
 
Willie MacRae  
 
 
 
Editor            Ian Russell, 5 Fitzallan Place, Bathgate, EH48 2UN. 
E-mail: i.t.russell@swansea.ac.uk.      Text & mobile: 07 775 997 824. 


