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Editorial note 
We welcome contributions but edit them for length or style.  Views in 
CHAT do not necessarily reflect the views of the Church of Scotland, 
Avonbridge Kirk or Torphichen Kirk.  The deadline for the February 
2021 issue is midnight on Sunday, 24 January 2021.   
 

Editorial Team   Rev Ralph Dunn, Eddie Ireland, Gina Baker, Innes 
Duncan, James White, Lynne Sloan, Sylvia Forshaw, Ian Russell. 
 

Kirk details 
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CHAT editor: Ian Russell, 5 Fitzallan Place, Bathgate, EH48 2UN. 
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'A fresh start’ – New Year Message from our Locum Minister 
The Summer has long gone, and still the effects of the Pandemic are 
all around us.  Despite these strange circumstances, it has been a 
great privilege to serve as your Locum Minister throughout 2020.   

An advert for a restaurant made a dramatic claim: “Help yourself 
to Happiness!”  That would be nice: Pasta + Dessert = Happiness?  
But the Psalmist says: "Happy are those who have the God of Jacob 
to help them, and who depend on the Lord" (Psalm 146.5).   

So here we are on the threshold of 2021.  The World is another 
year older.  But it's not 2021 everywhere.  According to the Julian 
calendar it's 6734.  It's 5782 in Israel.  And 2581 in Japan.  For 
Muslims it's only 1443.  As China dates its Calendar from the 1911 
revolution, it's only 110 there.  Whatever the number, we are all 
getting older.  Most of us have just endured the most momentous year 
of our lives, as Covid shook our cosy existence.  Despite the roll-out 
of new vaccines, we still feel apprehensive as we peer into the future.  
Are we weary after the troubles of last year?   

But Paul wrote: "Let us not weary of doing good”'.  My friend St. 
Lynas told someone who'd lost hope: "Every day do something good 
for someone else.  That's 365 Good Deeds a year.  In 40 years you 
will make 14,600 people happier!"  2021 generously offers us 525,600 
minutes of time.  How wonderful – countless opportunities to make ‘a 
fresh start'!  By the Grace of God the door of the New Year is swinging 
open.  Again Paul tells us: "Do not worry about anything, but in all 
your prayers ask God for what you need" (Philippians 4.4).   

In 2021 we shall need all the faith, hope and courage we can 
muster.  Though cold, dark and wet, January is the opportunity for 'a 
fresh start' through New Year Resolutions.  Here are five suggestions: 
(G) Greet everyone with a smile.  
(R) Regularly laugh aloud: “a day without laughter is a day wasted”. 
(E) Encourage everyone. 
(A) Avoid grumbling. 
(T) Thank everyone. 
Paul urges us to 'Keep the Faith', but that's not easy.  The life of faith 
is often like running a marathon, pushing us to the limit of our 
endurance.  So Paul deserves the final word: "Continue faithful on the 
firm and sure foundation … you gained when you heard the Gospel." 

(Colossians 1.23).   
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May God Bless you all abundantly, as a new life opens up for us all.  
We are not alone!  A peaceful, blessed & healthy New Year! 

Ralph & Anne Dunn 
 

Motto for 2021 
"You love Him, although you have not seen Him.  So you rejoice with 
a great and glorious joy which words cannot express." (1 Peter 1.8). 
 
Rev Ralph A Dunn   Email: russell.dunn92@gmail.com 
Phone: 01506 348292  Text & mobile: 07 496 015 080 
46 Lennox Gardens, Linlithgow, EH49 7QA. 
 
 

Prayer for 2021 
Loving Father, we surrender this past year and give it up to you.  

We give you our failures, our regrets and disappointments,  
for we have no more use of them.   

Make us now a new people, “forgetting what is behind us and doing 
our best to address what is ahead.” (Philippians 3.13).  
We give you all our hopes and dreams for the future.  

As we stand on the threshold of another year,  
challenge us, encourage us, and guide us.  Amen 

 
 

Prayer for Christmastide 
God of Light and Love, as we await this Christmas – one like few 
others, lift our eyes to the first Christmas – one like no other. 

Amid the chaos and trouble, let the message “Christ is born” 
ring louder than all the noise around it. 

In places torn apart by war, disease, sorrow or great uncertainty, 
may your Word be the lamp that lights our way. 

For those living in poverty, suffering, illness or grief, be the 
candle of Hope burning bright within them. 

May all in trouble, hardship or oppression know you are the Light 
of the world, and that your birth brings the Good News of Salvation.  
All of this we ask through Christ our newborn Saviour.  Amen 
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Supporting Churches through the pandemic 
Before Covid both Kirks were slowly declining in weekly income, but 
balancing their books by raising funds in many ways.  But the 
pandemic has put all organisations under greater pressure.  
Churches are no exception: there are no collections, and few other 
opportunities to bolster finances.  But the December issue of CHAT 
showed that both Churches, and both villages, are striving valiantly 
to worship God, to serve their communities, to care for their weakest 
members, and to seek light at the end of the Covid tunnel. 

Together we are the stewards of God’s World.  In particular He 
has entrusted us with the care of two substantial Churches and a 
versatile Church Hall in Torphichen.  These provide valuable 
opportunities for mission in both communities.  We need to keep them 
all in good order for the time when we can use them again – soon we 
pray.  But bills still arrive; and we still contribute to the extensive work 
of the Church of Scotland.  Yet our income has fallen substantially; 
and we recognise that many members and friends of both Churches 
have suffered financially over the last year.   

As we move into 2021, we hope and pray that the widespread 
use of the safe and effective vaccines developed in record time by 
scientists across the UK and the world will enable us to emerge from 
this stressful time when we have been unable to worship and meet 
together, and thus return to the best aspects of ‘normal life’.  We pray 
too that our Christian commitment to praise and serve God in bad 
times and good, will enable us to rethink and relaunch our Services 
and our support for our villages.  In that spirit, we ask all who receive 
this magazine to consider prayerfully what the life and witness of your 
village Kirk means to you.  Has lockdown released time or revealed 
unfulfilled talents and gifts that you can offer to your Church?   

Most urgently please review your giving to your Church – both 
how much you can afford and how you get that to your Kirk regularly.  
Please consider transferring money straight from your bank account 
by standing order or direct transfer or via the Church of Scotland 
website (detailed instructions on page 6); this saves time for you and 
your Kirk.  If you pay tax, please increase the value of your 
contributions by signing up for Gift Aid; this adds 25% to all your gifts 
at no cost to you.  Your Kirk Treasurer can help with any of these 
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ways of giving.  If you have been fortunate to save money during the 
pandemic, please consider making a single gift to your Kirk. 

We sincerely thank all who support Avonbridge Kirk or 
Torphichen Kirk as best they can.  We welcome suggestions for new 
ways to raise funds to keep both Kirks alive and well. 
 

Avonbridge Parish Church of Scotland 
Please deliver or post your envelopes to: Hazel Moskal 

Treasurer, 1 Osbourne Cottages, Standburn, Falkirk, FK1 2HP 
(07 77 62 62 660 or hzlmoskal@gmail.com). 

Or use the Church of Scotland website 
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/: 

after clicking on ‘Donate to a Congregation’, type in “Avonbridge”. 
 

Torphichen Parish Church of Scotland 
Please use Church of Scotland website 

https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/: 
after clicking on ‘Donate to a Congregation’, type in “Torphichen”. 

Or post or deliver your envelopes to: James White 
Treasurer, 244 Elizabeth Drive, Bathgate, EH48 1HU 

(j.hwhite@btopenworld.com or 07 922 124 724) 
 

Kindness by Brian Bilston (English poet) 
To recap what we now know: it did not begin in a laboratory in Wuhan, 
nor with a pangolin or bat, but it already lay dormant within us, like a 
seed in need of certain conditions to grow; its symptoms are many 
and various, and may include some, or all, of the following: tear drops, 
sudden laughter, a feeling of warmth, and a peculiar uplifting of the 
heart; it leaves its traces everywhere: from boxes left on doorsteps to 
conversations over fences; it can be transmitted over vast distances, 
through a phone call, or from a smile across a street, or a certain 
softness of tone spoken beside a hospital bed; it affects young and 
old equally; there is no race or gender immune from it; it has the 
power to topple bad governments; if one person were to pass it on to 
just three others and they, in turn, were to pass it on to three more, in 
no time at all, the world would be full of it, and where, might we ask 
ourselves, would we be then.  
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Worship in 2021  
by Brian Mclaren (American theologian, addressing the recent 

Church of Scotland ‘Conversation in Worship’) 
If you’re looking for worship that can save the church, you’re asking 
the wrong question.  We need worship that can help save the world. 

While we’ve been happily worshipping, this beautiful planet has 
been plundered and treated like a stolen bank account or a sewer; 
the rape of the earth continues to accelerate, as Christians preach, 
pray, sing and faithfully administer sacraments.  While we’ve been 
happily worshipping, Euro-American empires have colonised the 
world, exploiting its labour and extracting its wealth; the cries of the 
poor have gone unheard; the power of the super-rich has multiplied 
rapidly; the gap between the rich and powerful minority and a poor 
and vulnerable majority has become a widening chasm.  While we’ve 
been happily worshipping, racism resurges, antisemitism and 
islamophobia intensify, ethno-nationalism spreads, more and more 
people live and die by the gun, and church members pray for peace 
in theory, but know nothing of what makes for peace in practice; so 
they buy more bombs, drones, and guns, and use them in Jesus’s 
name.  While we’ve been conducting ‘worship wars’, arguing organs 
versus guitars, charismatic versus Calvinist, traditional versus 
contemporary, and spending billions on buildings, conferences, 
music and the worship industry, our world speeds toward a cluster of 
catastrophes – the planet being exploited and destabilised, a crisis of 
poverty and obscene economic inequality, unprecedented violence, 
and civilisational collapse – all failures of our political and religious 
leadership to adapt. 

But the pandemic has shown us something truly important: we 
can change – when we have to. We can even change fast!  

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is boldly to 
imagine and experiment with worship that can save the world: every 
sermon, every prayer, every sacrament, every day, every week, 
every year – starting today.  Imagine worship as “training the people”.  
What then do we teach?  How do we live?  How do we relate to our 
fellow humans?  The house is on fire!  Wake up!  Do not slumber in 
traditional thinking!  God is calling forth a new generation of prophets 
to face the global emergency and seize this spiritual opportunity. 
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So I invite the Church of Scotland to plan for “well equipped 
spaces in the right places”, by devising new models of Church, 
planting new Churches, and reducing the total number of buildings to 
ensure that new and retained Churches are welcoming and less of a 
burden to local congregations.  While the Church rightly values the 
land and buildings we have inherited, these are simply the means of 
achieving our primary purpose of worship, mission and growth; our 
charitable purpose is not the conservation of buildings.  Above all 
these new models must encourage collaboration between 
congregations, Presbyteries and denominations.  

I invite the Church of Scotland to instruct their Faith Impact 
Forum to support congregations and Presbyteries as they seek to 
engage with local, national and international issues; and to enable 
them to identify and exploit all feasible methods of communication 
and connection, including both virtual and face to face.  We all need 
to give priority to engaging those under 40 by: working with those 
already in touch with the Church to explore their experience of 
lockdown and what the Church can do for and with them; providing a 
wide range of digital discipleship to engage young adults; and 
working ecumenically whenever possible, notably by learning from 
the considerable experience of other denominations.  

I invite the Church of Scotland to instruct Presbyteries to 
exercise rigorous oversight by: making realistic predictions of the 
number of ministries that are needed and affordable across their 
patches; structuring their local Churches for mission and growth; and 
enabling those Churches to plan to get the best from the reduced 
number of ministries and buildings. 

I invite the Church of Scotland to instruct individual Churches 
to exploit the move to digital worship and the resulting opportunities 
to create a unique space for care, conversation and discipleship that 
focuses on affirming personal relationships and supporting people 
within their faith communities.  Instead of offering one-way, 
broadcast-focused Church services, they must use the interactive 
features of social media and digital platforms to create deeper 
personal connections between Church members and their leaders. 
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Worship after Covid by Innes Duncan 
In Torphichen and Avonbridge we are now nine months into our new 
format for worship – by Zoom.  Who would have thought we could 
change how we worship – so radically, so quickly and so positively.  
Some may feel that what we are doing is not proper worship.  But 
more than 30 worshippers each Sunday evening disagree.  Of course 
this is not perfect: for example there is no singing together or human 
contact.  But we have gained too: we can see people’s faces, not their 
backs; many different people volunteer to contribute in many different 
ways; and the number of contributors is growing.  

Both Churches have been waiting to hear whether we can call 
a minister, and whether we shall each have a church building.  The 
Church of Scotland is having to cut spending, close buildings, and 
reduce the number of ministers.  Whatever happens, however, we 
are still the Church in Torphichen & Avonbridge.  This is where our 
mission lies.  This is where we have to be the visible people of God.  
We could choose to be passive and await our fate, or we can resolve 
to seek the Kingdom of God in Torphichen & Avonbridge.  

At the recent ‘Conversation in Worship’, Brian Mclaren (see 
pages 7 & 8) urged us all to rediscover:  
o God the Father as the loving Presence who beckons us to grow 

beyond personal, national, racial, and religious selfishness;  
o Jesus Christ as the enfleshed Word who reveals God’s embodied 

solidarity with all creation; 
o the Holy Spirit as God’s powerful Breath moving throughout 

creation to create justice, peace and joy; and 
o the Gospel as Good News of great joy for all people, first for the 

poor, and ultimately for all creation. 
This led him to challenge the Church of Scotland to resolve “In 

the global emergency, we urge Christians no longer to conduct 
worship as usual; instead we call for a time of liturgical & missional 
innovation”; and encouraged all Churches to: 
 Suspend current liturgical regulations;  
 Clarify the purpose of public worship – in person or online; 
 Discern the best means to achieve that at this critical time;  
 Refuse to perpetuate tradition for its own sake; and 
 Share resources in a spirit of innovation and experimentation.  
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He further advised "Do not criticise what others are doing; 
instead create, improvise, adapt.  Do not hesitate to break rules that 
made sense only in the distant past; instead avoid repeating past and 
present failures in the future.  Show the same creativity and boldness 
in your time as your ancestors did in theirs; do not be slaves to 
tradition, or tend the tombs of the prophets.  Pastorally care for those 
who miss old ways and provide for them in love, but devote most of 
your energy to meeting this critical moment of global emergency.  
Bring together your visionary theologians, your spiritual directors, 
your leaders in social justice, and your musicians and poets, with a 
brief to favour the marginalised and the young.  Set them free to 
dream and create.  Use, adapt, spread and adopt what they offer. 

Most cogently he said “We are not looking for worship that can 
save the church, but worship that can save the world.  We do not want 
people to come to church; we want them to be the Church.”  A 
challenge to both Kirks!  Dare we take it up?  If you long to return to 
‘normal services’, please consider how much we would lose. 

Eventually we shall be able to worship in a building again, but 
things will be different.  There will be more participation and sharing.  
There will be a greater sense of community after what we have 
survived and learned together.  But we shall need to expand and 
refine our online services for those who prefer or need to share 
worship in this way.  Until then please join us by Zoom on Sunday 
evenings to see us share (and struggle with) new technology to 
explore new ways to worship together.  This is part of our preparation 
for whatever the future holds.  But there is no going back.  
Unfortunately restrictions will persist for a while yet, so we encourage 
everyone to join us on Sundays; to keep up to date with what is 
happening via website (www.torphichenkirk.com) or Facebook 
(@torphichenkirk or @AvonbridgeParishChurch); and to get in touch 
if you know of anyone in need of any kind.  
 

Avonbridge and Torphichen KIrks 
Please worship God with us by Zoom: at 7pm on Christmas Eve; 

10am on Christmas Day; or at 7pm on any Sunday. 
Details & instructions from lnnes Duncan, Torphichen Kirk Clerk 
Email: innesduncan57@hotmail.com   Tel: 01506 652169 
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Martin Luther and his pandemic by Una Duncan 
In 1527 bubonic plague was endemic in Europe, and there was a 
widespread outbreak around Wittenberg where Martin Luther lived.  
So Church leaders asked him “Is it proper for a Christian to run away 
from a deadly plague?”  After telling them that they could answer this 
for themselves, he wrote 11 pages in reply, including: 
 “Go or stay in God’s name; remember your duty to the community.” 
 “Remember to love your neighbour as yourself; whatever you wish 

that men would do to you, do so to them.” 
 “Consider the poor.” 

At the time it was not fully understood how the plague was 
transmitted.  Luther believed that disease was passed by both touch 
and evil humours in the air; or contact and aerosol transmission, as 
we say.  Most of his letter is not about whether to run away, but about 
how to live with the disease to protect the community.  He says: 

“Some sin; they are much too rash and reckless, testing God 
and disregarding everything which might counteract death and the 
plague.  They disdain the use of medicines, they do not avoid places 
and persons infected by the plague, but make sport of it.” 

“It is shameful for a person to pay no heed to his own body and 
to fail to protect it against the plague as best he is able, and then to 
infect and poison others who might have remained alive if he had 
taken care as he should have.  He is responsible before God for his 
neighbour’s death and is a murderer many times over.” 

“No, dear friends, that is no good.  Use medicines, take potions 
which can help you, fumigate house, yard and street, shun persons 
and places where your neighbour does not need your presence.  Act 
like a man who wants to help put out a burning city.  What else is an 
epidemic but a fire which devours life and body, not wood and straw?” 

So Luther stayed in Wittenberg, where he nursed sick people in 
his own house.  I shall continue to follow his advice, not because I am 
afraid of catching Covid, but because I feel this is how God calls me 
to love my neighbour.  Though circumstances vary, I think most of us 
are meeting Luther’s standard: for the good of others God is asking 
us to choose things we don’t enjoy.  How in practice can we keep in 
touch with friends and family, remember the poor, support small 
businesses, and so on?  For me this has been a creative experience.   
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Then there is the problem of temptation – to bypass what God 
asks of us, for example through James 1.21-25 – 

“So get rid of every immoral habit and all wicked conduct.  Submit 
to God and accept the word that He plants in your hearts, which 
can save you.  Do not deceive yourselves by just listening to His 
word; instead put it into practice.  Whoever listens to the word but 
does not put it into practice is like a man who looks in a mirror and 
sees himself as he is.  He takes a good look at himself and then 
goes away and at once forgets what he looks like.  But those who 
look closely into the perfect law that sets people free, who keep on 
paying attention to it, and do not simply listen and then forget, but 
put it into practice – they will blessed by God in what they do.”  

I myself do not feel tempted to break rules on social interaction, take 
a day away, or enter someone’s house.  I am not prone to gloom and 
self-pity, to covet a nice holiday, or to hug people.  However this 
brings me no kudos, as these are other people’s temptations.  Rather 
I am tempted to judge others for not being strict with themselves.   

As Jesus said in his Sermon on the Mount:  
“Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God 
requires; God will satisfy them fully!” (Matthew 5.6).   

For me the blessings in these months apart include: the time we 
spend together on Sunday evenings, with many voices sharing their 
thoughts and prayers; getting to know neighbours, to whom I have 
spoken more; memorable celebrations by video conference or 
outdoors; giving up some material things; and using time differently, 
notably for creativity. 

While it is easy to focus on what we have had to give up in recent 
months, there are many positives.  When we look back these are the 
things we shall remember.  God has indeed blessed us in ways we 
could never have imagined. 
 Una Duncan 
Reference Pelikan JJ, Oswald HC, Lehmann HT. Luther’s 
Works, Volume 43. Philadelphia: Fortress; 1999: 119–38. 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/may-web-only/martin-
luther-plague-pandemic-coronavirus-covid-flee-letter.html  
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Plastic – fantastic or drastic? by Sarah Young 
Plastic is durable and versatile; it can be rigid or flexible; we can do 
so much with it.  Look around you now – so much is plastic or contains 
plastic.  Not bad for a product that began with the invention of Bakelite 
in 1909.  So far, so good?  Why then should we be concerned?  
 It does not rot like food or paper and therefore stays around for 

hundreds of years; so all the plastic ever produced remains in the 
environment in some form. 

 Not all plastic is recyclable. 
 Animals can mistake it for food, filling their stomachs and leaving 

little room for real food.  (So Kenya has banned plastic bags). 
 Barely visible microplastics are accumulating in waterways and 

oceans, and in the food chain.  There is evidence that plastic 
additives are harmful in many ways but, as yet, no understanding 
of their effect on human health.  

What are microplastics?  Primary ones are the microbeads used 
in products for personal care, in industrial processes, and in the fibres 
of synthetic textiles.  Secondary ones result from the breakdown of 
larger plastics.  Neither biodegrade and they all accumulate. 

Plastic can be good or bad, but what we do with it makes a great 
difference.  Already we recycle and re-use many items, and there is 
growing awareness of these issues.  This has led to campaigning that 
has resulted in important change, for example the banning of 
microbeads in toothpaste and cosmetics in the UK.   

Should we be concerned that a trainer is washed up on a remote 
tropical island having travelled thousands of miles in ocean currents?  
That a dolphin drowns in discarded fishing nets?  That scientists  
estimate that 9 million tonnes of plastic end in the ocean every year 
– the same as stacking 5 plastic shopping bags of rubbish on top of 
each other on every metre of coastline in the world.  This affects our 
food supplies, the health of our environment, the balance of nature, 
the working conditions for many around the world, and more. 

As individuals we can take action.  Many of us are consciously 
reducing the amount of all we use, including plastic.  As St Paul says: 

“Let us stop judging one another.  Instead you should decide never 
to do anything that would make another stumble” (Romans 14.13). 
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This applies to almost all we do, and now includes the careful 
use of plastics.  Eco-congregations have been broadening the 
opportunities for recycling, reusing and reducing while campaigning 
for change.  Many undertake beach cleans, political lobbying and 
studying the issues to understand our choices better.  There is still 
much more we can all do. 

Idea for January 
Look for microplastic-free washing and cleansing products, and fully 
degradable food bags and clingfilm.  Use cloth bags, and discover 
where to recycle crisp packets and more at www.terracycle.com.  
Choose plastic-free options wherever you can. 
 Sarah Young 
 
 

Prayers for the Earth 
I painted sky and sea in heavenly hues; 
I breathed out life-giving air, clean and cool;  
I gifted crops, soaring sea birds, elephants and butterflies. 
For you I crafted golden leaves, silver flowers and ruby berries;  
for you the world was bright and light and danced with joy. 
 
But what is that in the sky and sea? 
Why is the globe polluted, flooded, burnt? 
Who is wasting food, killing eagles, tigers and whales? 
When did leaves blacken, flowers tarnish, and berries fall? 
Where now is Earth’s glory? 
 
Oh God, we are sorry, so very sorry.  Help us to repair and build. 
Help us to rule the Earth with wisdom and care. 
For you made us in your image to love, to tend, and to share.  Amen 
 
***************************************************************************** 
Creator God, we remember that you have entrusted the stewardship 
of the Earth to humankind.  We repent of our part in the negligence, 
lack of care and selfish exploitation of the Earth’s resouirces.  Forgive 
us by your Holy Spirit and keep us faithful and appreciative of all your 
great gifts.  Amen 
 



January 2020 15 Issue 113 

Shoebox appeal for Link to Hope by Jo Hirst 
In October, Torphichen Kirk Board, recognising the disastrous impact 
of Covid in Romania and Moldova, asked Julia Miller and me to collect 
items and fill boxes for the annual shoebox appeal for Link to Hope.  
Once the charity confirmed that their courier could collect the boxes, 
we designated the first weekend of November for collating boxes, and 
Reverend Ralph kindly publicised this in his newsletter.  

Despite the restrictions we were able to establish a secure drop-
off zone in St John’s Hall.  We opened the front doors and placed a 
table at the entrance for the safe delivery of boxes.  We set up a 
sanitation station and cleaned the building before and after visitors.  
We were delighted to receive donations of boxes and contents from 
members and non-members of Torphichen Kirk.  Thanks to generous 
financial contributions we were able to purchase lots of items for 
additional boxes.  With tremendous support from friends across the 
village over four days we filled 42 boxes – for both families and elderly 
recipients.  The Bo’ness and Linlithgow Rotary Club donated another 
eight, making a grand total of 50.  The photo on page 16 shows the 
culmination of our efforts when all 50 boxes were packed and ready 
for the Link to Hope courier to collect on 10th November.  A huge 
thankyou to all who contributed to this loving expression of Christmas 
cheer from Scotland to Eastern Europe. 

We received this email from Wendy Pryce, Head of Finance & 
Operations at Link to Hope: 

“I am emailing to stress how important making and donating a 
shoebox is to those who will receive one.  Completed boxes are 
vital as we do not have the staff to do this ourselves.  The 
communities that we help literally do not have running water or 
electricity, so receiving a shoebox is such a very big deal for them.  
The shoeboxes open doors for us to help communities with other 
projects like setting up soup kitchens, kindergartens, and other 
education and social care programmes.” 

Finally Julia and I have several items left over, so we have 
already started collecting for next year.  We were pleased to have 
been able to use many of the items donated at the hall as part of our 
recycling project, including hats, scarfs, gloves and soft toys. 
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So if over the coming 
months you have items for 
shoeboxes going spare, 
please let us know and we 
will arrange to collect, 
store and save them for 
next year.  Thanks again 
for all your support at such 
a challenging time. 
 
Jo Hirst (07 836 675 198) 
and Julia Miller 

 
 

Christmas presents for disadvantaged children 
Many thanks to all 
who together gave 
over £800 to buy 
Christmas presents 
for disadvantaged 
children.  Ian Melville 
of Bright Star Toys in 
Linlithgow has now 
transferred gifts to 
that value to the 
Salvation Army, who 
distribute donations 
from our annual Gift 
Service, for them to 
deliver as usual. 
 
 

We welcome emails, texts or letters on any topic relevant 
to the Christian communities of Avonbridge and Torphichen. 

Editor           Ian Russell, 5 Fitzallan Place, Bathgate, EH48 2UN. 
E-mail: i.t.russell@swansea.ac.uk.      Text & mobile: 07 775 997 824. 


